Connecting God's story to our story and the story of our city

The church has its
own story to live
by - the gospel of
Jesus Christ.
Kevin Vanhoozer
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ST. LOUIS, MO

2.7 mil
there are 2.7 million residents of
metropolitan St. Louis and 110+
languages represented

<18%
less than 18% of metropolitan St.
Louis residents are affiliated with an
evangelical church
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ST. LOUIS, MO

OUR CITY
St. Louis is a historic city with a rich culture.
Tagged as the "Gateway City" to the West, St.
Louis was once known as a hub for the arts,
innovation, and industry. At one time, it was also
the 4th largest city in the United States and
hosted both the World's Fair and the Summer
Olympics in the same year.
The second half of the 20th century was not so
kind to St. Louis, however. The city saw a steady
decline over the second half of the 20th century.
Population within the city shrank by 65%, while
social and racial tensions within the city grew.
In recent years, though, St. Louis has begun a bit
of a bounce back. By focusing on its historic
heritage, the city has invested in its landmarks,
parks, and museums to go along
STORYLINE CHURCH

with its beloved sports teams. Through its
renewed focus, St. Louis is attracting new
businesses and residents once again.
While the city of St. Louis is experiencing new
life, the church is still in the midst of a recession
in St. Louis. In the last 10 years, St. Louis has
experienced a 20% decline in religious activity.
With over 2.7 million residents in the St. Louis
metropolis and 110+ languages represented, less
than 18% of the population would affiliate
themselves with an evangelical church.
While the city is rebounding, the church is still
lagging behind in St. Louis. The city is ripe with
opportunity for a new wave of churches
proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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ST. LOUIS, MO

53,000
there are 53,000 residents that live in
our target neighborhoods in South
City St. Louis

5
although there are well over 50,000
residents in our target neighborhoods,
there are only 5 evangelical churches,
most of which are on the decline
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ST. LOUIS, MO

OUR
NEIGHBORHOODS
Our target neighborhoods reside in South
City St. Louis. South City is the portion of
St. Louis south of I-44 and it contains the
largest population of the city, South City
possesses pieces of St. Louis's sacred history
as well as places of neglect in need of
restoration.
Our target neighborhoods consist of...
Lindenwood Park
St. Louis Hills
Northampton
Southampton
Princeton Heights

STORYLINE CHURCH

"There are no unsacred places; there are
only sacred places and desecrated
places."
Wendell Berry
We are targeting these neighborhoods for a
few reasons:
Roughly 53,000 people live in our target
neighborhoods with only 5 or so
evangelical churches to reach these
residents with the gospel.
Many young families are moving into
these neighborhoods with a median age of
35, which matches the demographic of
our team.
It is a strategic location for planting new
churches throughout St. Louis in order to
reach the whole city with the gospel.
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ST. LOUIS, MO

OUR
LEADERSHIP
Josh and Cherish Wilson have served in
various ministry capacities since 2005.
Most recently they have served at
Sojourn Church J-Town in Louisville,
KY, where Josh has been the Associate
Pastor since 2014. In this role, Josh has
led the groups ministry, men's ministry,
hospitality ministry, as well as church
membership, assimilation,
communication, finances, and facilities.
Since 2014, church membership has
grown by 47%, the church budget has
grown by 57%, the church has renovated
and expanded its facilities, and dozens
have been baptized.
Josh and Cherish are both originally from
Oklahoma, but Louisville, KY is home to
their family of 5. They never had any
desires to leave the city or Sojourn
Church. However, in 2019 the Lord
stirred a desire in Josh and

STORYLINE CHURCH

Cherish to plant a new church through
Matthew 9:35-38. The Lord has clearly
opened doors for the Wilson family, in
partnership with other families, to plant
Storyline Church in South City St. Louis,
MO. Josh will serve as the leader planter,
focusing on the vision, strategy, and Bibleteaching at Storyline.

"The harvest is abundant, but the
workers are few. Therefore, pray
to the Lord of the harvest to send
out workers into his harvest." Matt. 9:37-38
Both Josh and Cherish have been affirmed
by their local church and other church
planting networks to plant Storyline
Church in St. Louis. Through their unique
gifts and experience, Josh and Cherish are
thrilled to plant deep roots in their new
city and to share their faith and lives with
their neighbors, along with their team, in
order to see the gospel transform the city
of St. Louis.
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ST. LOUIS, MO

OUR
LEADERSHIP
Andy and Sarah Meyers have served
faithfully in multiple capacities at
Sojourn Church J-Town in Louisville, KY
since its inception in 2010. During this
time, Andy served as a Deacon of Sojourn
Music for nearly eight years and now as a
Pastor of Groups Ministry and member
care, Deeply relational and always heavily
involved, you are likely to see Andy in any
number of capacities - leading Bible
studies to playing drums on Sunday
mornings to manning the griddle at the
Saturday morning men's pancake
breakfast. In 2015, Andy and Sarah began
partnering with the Wilsons as they
further developed Sojourn J-Town's
Groups Ministry. In that time, Andy and
Sarah have started and grown a
community group, as well as coached
other group leaders within the church
towards discipleship, member care, and
local mission.
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In addition to church-based ministry, Andy
has spent the last two years on the Board of
Directors of Kentucky-based pregnancy
resource center A Loving Choice (ALC).
During this time, Andy has played a key
role in ALC's expansion into two locations
as well as the purchasing of additional
facility space.
After many years of working in the
marketplace - most recently as an HR
Business Partner at a large healthcare IT
company in Louisville - Andy is thrilled and
humbled to shepherd God's people as a
vocational pastor at Storyline, leading
ministries and church assimilation. The
vision and mission of Storyline Church
initially spurred Andy and Sarah to partner
with this new church plant, but the
continued affirmation and need expressed
by other local St. Louis churches has
engrained a deeper sense of calling and
mission in their hearts towards St. Louis.
Andy and Sarah are excited to help build a
culture of family and discipleship in the
story of the gospel of Jesus Christ in South
City St. Louis.
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ST. LOUIS, MO

OUR NAME:
"The church is the enacted story of forgiven and transformed sinners."

Kevin Vanhoozer

Stories have a way of discipling us.

We landed on the name Storyline

Stories possess the power to capture our

Church because we believe there is one

imaginations and then instruct us in how

story that leads to the good life, and it is

to live, relate, and behave in this life.

the very story that the church has

The way we perceive success, define

gathered around for centuries - the

love, or determine right from wrong are

gospel of Jesus Christ. The gospel is

largely influenced by the narratives

God's message about Jesus, the Son of

competing for our devotion. Every ad,

God, who lived, died, and rose again on

Hollywood film, teen novel, political

man's behalf to satisfy God's judgment

campaign, and nuanced lyric is depicting

of sins. The gospel is our center at

a way to the good life. In essence, the

Storyline. It shapes both the way we live

stories of our society attempt to

and the way we gather. So it is our

indoctrinate us. With this in mind, we

mission to reach people with the gospel,

ought to be mindful of the stories that

disciple them into relationship with

shape and define our lives.

Jesus, and multiply them throughout the
world.
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ST. LOUIS, MO

OUR VISION
STATEMENT

OUR MISSION
STATEMENT

Connecting God's story to
our story and the story of
our city.

Reach people with the
gospel, disciple them into
relationship with Jesus, and
multiply them throughout
the world.

STORYLINE CHURCH
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ST. LOUIS, MO

OUR VALUES
OUR CONVICTIONS AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES

THE GOSPEL IS OUR CENTER
The gospel is central to all that we do. We
never move beyond the gospel; rather, like a
diamond mine, we explore the depths of it.

THE BIBLE IS OUR BASE
The Bible is the authoritative Word of God.
We submit to and are shaped by God's
Scriptures.
WE PRIORITIZE RELATIONSHIPS
Life change happens through genuine,
honest relationships with God and others.
We lean into relationships of every age, race,
and social class.

WE ARE COMMITTED TO OUR CITY
God spared no expense in saving us through
Christ Jesus. We now live with similar
generosity towards our neighbors and our
city.
WE ARE MISSION-DRIVEN
The greatest need of any individual and our
city is the gospel. We are committed to
taking the gospel here, near, and far.

STORYLINE CHURCH
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ST. LOUIS, MO

OUR STRATEGY
Our strategy to reach St. Louis is...
COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Building relationships with our neighbors in order to
share our faith and lives with them

SUNDAY GATHERINGS
Gathering to rehearse the gospel through song,
liturgy, preaching, and the sacraments

COMMUNITY GROUPS
Gathering in one another's homes for fellowship,
discipleship, and mission

DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS
Teaching others how to grow in relationship with
Christ and to share their faith with others

STORYLINE CHURCH

PAGE 12

ST. LOUIS, MO

OUR TIMELINE
"A CHURCH PLANT'S SUCCESS IS DIRECTLY THE RESULT OF
EVERYTHING THAT WENT INTO IT BEFORE IT LAUNCHED. IN
OTHER WORDS, THE BETTER YOU PREPARE, THE BETTER THE
CHURCH PLANT." - BEN ARMENT
TASK

PREPARATION PHASE
RECRUIT & PREPARE TO MOVE

DISCOVERY PHASE
ADJUST TO STL & LEARN THE CITY

PRE-LAUNCH PHASE

START DATE

END DATE

JANUARY 2020

JULY 2020

AUGUST 2020

DECEMBER 2020

JANUARY 2021

MARCH 2021

MARCH 2021

MAY 2021

DEVELOP TEAMS & PREVIEW SERVICES

LAUNCH PHASE
LAUNCH WEEKLY SUNDAY SERVICES

STORYLINE CHURCH
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ST. LOUIS, MO

OUR BUDGET
Outreach Expenses
3%
Ministry Expenses
7%

Operation Expenses
16%

Team Expenses
69%

Planting a new church is no small financial undertaking, particularly in an urban context like
St. Louis, MO. In order to compensate two full-time pastors, two part-time staff, rent
gathering space, purchase start-up equipment, and have money available for local ministry
and mission, Storyline Church needs to raise $255,000 annually from external partners. In
order to raise the money needed to start Storyline Church, we are asking both churches
and individuals to partner with us financially for 3-5 years, by which time Storyline Church
prayerfully will be self-sustaining through the generosity of its church members.
Large, one-time donations are also an incredible gift to Storyline Church. Such gifts help
us cover the initial start-up costs that it takes to get a church off the ground, like church
branding,
sound systems,
microphones, and much more.
FIG. 2 COMPANY
SELLOUT
*Our 5-year budget and plan towards self-sustainability is available upon request.
STORYLINE CHURCH
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ST. LOUIS, MO

OUR BUDGET

CHURCH & NETWORK
PARTNERS
Local churches & church planting networks
ANNUAL AMOUNT

# OF PARTNERS

$5,000

5

ANCHOR PARTNER

$10,000

4

CORNERSTONE PARTNER

$25,000

3

FOUNDATION PARTNER

$35,000

2

PARTNER

SEED PARTNER

04

STORYLINE CHURCH
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ST. LOUIS, MO

OUR BUDGET

OUTSIDE INDIVIDUAL
PARTNERS
FAMILY & FRIENDS PARTNERING WITH STORYLINE CHURCH
ANNUAL AMOUNT

# OF PARTNERS

SEED PARTNER

$1,000

5

ANCHOR PARTNER

$2,500

4

CORNERSTONE PARTNER

$5,000

3

FOUNDATION PARTNER

$7,500

2

PARTNER

04

STORYLINE CHURCH
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ST. LOUIS, MO

PARTNER WITH
STORYLINE

Invest
Invest in Storyline Church by becoming a financial partner.
We are looking for church partners who can commit to
monthly gifts for 3-5 years, or a one-time gift to offset
start-up costs. We would be happy to talk through our
different tiers of giving with you!

Send
Church planting not only takes the gospel to unreached
places, but it can serve sending churches through renewed
missional focus. We gladly invite short-term mission teams
and people who are interested in relocating to St. Louis to
reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Pray
In order for us to plant Storyline Church, we are deeply
dependent on the prayer of others. As prayer partners,
commit to pray for our city, our mission, and our team as
we take the gospel to our neighbors.
STORYLINE CHURCH
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ST. LOUIS, MO

OUR ADVISORS
LISLE DRURY

Lead Pastor of Sojourn Church J-Town
ED EVANS

President & CEO of Bio-Medical Equipment
Services Company; Non-Staff Pastor at Sojourn
Church J-Town
TY THORNE

Group Leader at Vogt Power International; NonStaff Pastor at Sojourn Church J-Town
JOSH JONES

Lead Pastor of Church of the Redeemer

OUR PARTNERS
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Connect
with us!
@THESTORYLINECHURCH
@THESTORYLINECHURCH
@THESTORYLINESTL
JOSH@THESTORYLINECHURCH.COM
ANDY@THESTORYLINECHURCH.COM

Connecting God's story to our story and the story of our city

